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The KPLA board met in Bowling Green on January 18. Among other things, we
discussed future sites for KPLA/KLTRT annual conferences and finalized the
operating budget for 2008.

KPLA/KLTRT Annual Conference, “Kentucky’s Libraries: Your Place To Be”,will
be held April 16-18 in Bowling Green, KY. Registration deadline is April 1.

Legislative Day was held in Frankfort on February 13, 2008. Despite the
inclement weather, we had a good turnout of library directors, staff and trustees,
many of which had made appointments with their legislators to ask for their
support for public libraries in this legislative session.

In conjunction with legislative day, the legislative committee had worked on a
READ poster campaign. Prior to February 13, all public library caucus members
and other elected officials, including Governor Beshear, had been invited to bring
their favorite book and have their picture taken for a READ poster. These
posters were displayed for two weeks in the tunnel between the Capitol and
annex. Interspersed with the READ posters were pictures from public libraries
across the state, and the message that EVERY COUNTY WINS when public
libraries are sufficiently funded could not have been more clearly put across.

The display in the tunnel received a lot of very positive attention and numerous
comments were made about the posters. In fact, such a large number of
legislators expressed an interest in the posters that we extended the opportunity
to everybody. To date, only a handful of legislators have not had their poster
made. Many of them have ordered their own copies to be displayed in the library
and/or schools in their home county. In fact over 500 copies have been printed
for this purpose!

Additionally press-releases were sent to the local newspapers in the counties of
caucus members and the READ poster/EVERY COUNTY WINS campaign have
received a lot of media attention.



The legislative committee also coordinated a virtual rally on March 19 when
library directors, staff, trustees and supporters took the opportunity to contact
their legislators via fax, phone or email with the message that the 12% cut in
state aid had to be restored in the governor’s budget.

The KPLA sponsored session at KLA this fall will be a program on Intellectual
freedom presented by a representative from ALA.

Next KPLA business and board meetings will be held in on April 17 in Bowling
Green.

Respectfully submitted,

Sara King
KPLA President


